The College
Interview

Not all colleges require interviews, In fact, many
don't offer them. At schools that do, they might not
be evaluative or even considered in the admissions
process, meaning they are “informational” only.
‘That being said, 1 still suggest students interview if
they can. Why? It is a way to demonstrate interest,
learn more about the school, and help the school
learn more about you. Sounds worth it to me!
However, if a student can’'t make an interview
happen they should not worry too much about it,
as they do not carry as much weight as other parts
of the process.

There are a few different types of
interviews:

P Interviews the student initiates and
schedules to take place on the school's
campus (typically with an admissions
officer or student)

> Interviews the student initiates and
schedules to take place near where they
live (typically with an alumni volunteer)

> Interviews initiated by the school's
alumni interviewing program that take
place near where the student lives
(typically with an alumni volunteer)

Most colleges will not let juniors begin to interview
on campus until the spring of their junior year. "lhe

open interview period typically lasts through fall of

senior year but might end in December or

carly January at some schools. If the schools on

a student’s list offer interviews and they plan to
take advantage of this opportunity (they should!),
please have them check the dates they are available
and plan far in advance so they do not miss the
opporlunity to interview. Some schools will even
offer interviews via Skype/online for students eager
to complete them; they just have to ask.

Alumni interviews are typically available on

the same timeline, but in some cases, a student
must first have started or have submitted their
application 1o schedule one (for example, Tulane,
Tufts, and Duke). Please encourage students to
figure out sooner rather than later if they need

to submit their application early to secure an
interview.

Although interviews are not the most important
part of the application, they are a great way lo
demonstrale interest as well as help make an
application come to life. They are also not terribly
formal, and students should see the college
interview as a two-way strecl where they have the
opportunity to help the school learn about them
and at the same time gain a deeper understanding
of the school and the experiences of its students,
alumni, stall, cte.

Penn has some wonderfully insightful videos
on their alumni webpage that shed some light
on the alumni interview process specifically. [
suggest students watch these videos to tamiliarize
themselves with the process. It tends to help them
approach that first one with a little less stress,




Link: https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/
gid2/16/interior.aspx?sid=1587&gid=28&pgid=8155

The website, College Kickstart, has compiled some
helpful interview data regarding colleges that
require or strongly recommend interviews, and
how that interview is used (or not used) in the
admissions process. However, the best place to
contirm all interview processes and procedures is
the schools own website. Nothing should replace
confirming application information directly from
the source,

Interviewing is a skill that benefits students

far beyond the college application process, so

[ encourage them to prepare at least a little bit
whether that is with a counselor, teacher, parent
or friend. One tip is they can practice answering
some questions while watching themselves on
FaceTime or the camera on their phone which
can be helptul. How they present themselves is
often half of the battle. Below, you will find some
common interview questions that students can use
to prepare.

High School Experlence
Tell me a little bit about your high school.

Tell me about the courses you are taking currently.

Tell me about your favorite class(s) you have taken.
Why was it your favorite?

Which class has been your least favorite? Why?

Which classes have been the most difficult (or most
challenging)?

What subjects do you plan on studying at [college/
university name|?

Whalt activities and/or classes have you taken
related to that field?

What is your dream job?

Extra-curricular Activities

What extra-curricular activities are you involved
in? What do you like to do for fun (outside of the
classroom)?

When you’re not in class, studying, or doing
homework, what do you do with your time
(organized activities or things for fun)?

How did you get involved/started with ____
activity?

What activity is the most meaningful to you, and
what is just the most fun?

What extra-curricular activities do you hope to be
involved with in college?

College Expectations

What type of environment are you looking for in
a college/university?

To what other colleges/universities are you

applying?

How is the admissions process going for you?

University Specific

How did you become interested in [college/
university name)?

What do you find appealing about [college/
university name]|?

Why do you think you [college/university name]
might be the right fit for you?



